Romans 2:1-3:20 (excerpts)
2:1Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who do such things. 3Do you suppose, O man--you who judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself--that you will escape the judgment of God? 4Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 6He will render to each one according to his works. . . 
. . . 17But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth-- 21you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal?. . .  

. . . 3:9What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10as it is written:

"None is righteous, no, not one; 11no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
no one does good, not even one." 13"Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive."
"The venom of asps is under their lips." 14"Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness." 15"Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16in their paths are ruin and misery, 17and the way of peace they have not known." 18"There is no fear of God before their eyes." 

19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
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 God’s Good News 
‘Why are there no exceptions?’
Romans 2:1-3:20
GOOD WORKS - The moral person (2:1-16)
- judged according to works (v1-11)
- judged according to knowledge (v12-16)
RELIGION - The religious person (2:17-3:20)
- the Law does not give immunity
- circumcision does not give immunity






NEXT WEEK…

God at work 
‘Work and creation’
 (John Percival)


